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diligence, for the world was en fete and there were many
interesting people to be met.
We were at the Fran$ais last night [writes Lady Bessborough on
November i8th] and saw Mad lie. Mars * act delightfully in " TartufTe "
and " La Mere Supposee "... Today we have again been labouring
in the way of our calling, sight seeing, and tonight were at Mad. de
Recamier's Societe early, and the Dss of Wellington's ball late . . .*
On Sunday, however, the Ambassadorial entertainments
struck a more serious note and on November 2oth Lady
Bessborough attended " a most crowded suffocating church
at the D. of Wellington's," 2 before commencing her day's
campaign.
And so this queer strangely assorted world of Paris, com-
posed of erstwhile enemies and doubtful friends, danced,
gossiped and laughed its way through the interlude which
preceded the next upheaval.
The atmosphere, however, was decidedly jumpy under-
neath, and the French nation by no means as settled as its
social doings seemed to indicate.
There existed a good deal of uneasiness in the town in the course of
the last week. . . . [wrote the Duke to Lord Castlereagh on October
4th]. The Jacobin party, and that attached exclusively to Buonaparte,
were observed to be more than usually active; two libels against the
King and the government were published and distributed, and reports
of English influence, of the dangers to be apprehended from our position
in the Low Countries, etc, were circulated in all the coffee houses and
public places. . . .
There exists no doubt of the continued discontent of the military, and
of those employed by the late government, for whom there is no employ-
ment under the present. The number of discontented is augmented by
the immense number of persons ruined by the Revolution, who have
all been accustomed to look to the restoration of the House of Bourbon
as the end of their sufferings, and that the possession of their fortunes
and of the honours and emoluments of the State would immediately
1 Leveson Gower, Correspondence, Vol. //, p. 609.      2 Ibid., p. 5io.
* Mars, Mademoiselle Anne Frangoise Hippolyte, French actress,
1779-1847.
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